


721 BC - The fall of the Northern Kingdom to Assyria
587 BC - The fall of the Southern Kingdom to Babylon
539 BC - Beginning of the Persian Period

536 BC - Cyrus permits the return from exile

516 BC - Completion and dedication of 2nd temple

445 BC - Jerusalem wall completed



Obadiah means - “servant
of the Lord”

Nothing within the book
to furnish a convincing,
definitive picture of the
prophet’s life and time
This book is called a
vision (v. |)

What we know of Edom
is found in the Old
Testament, their
neighbors, and archeology
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Creation Obadiah



Jacob and Esau ( niStory Or caom
Gen. 25:23, 30

—

Creation Obadiah



Please let us pass through your land. We
will not pass through field or vineyard, or
drink water from a well. We will go along
the King's Highway. We will not turn aside

to the right hand or to the left until we
have passed through your territory.




And David made a name for himself when
he returned from striking down 18,000
Edomites in the Valley of Salt. Then he put
garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he
put garrisons, and all the Edomites became

David's servants. And the Lord gave victory
to David wherever he went.
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Recent excavations and high-predsion radiocarben dating from
the largest iron Age (IA, ca. 1200-500 BCE) copper production
center in the hern Levant di major Iting activi-
ties in the region of biblical Edom (southern Jordan) during the
10th and 9th centuries 8CE. Stratified radiccarbon samples an
artifacts were recorded with peadise digital surveying tools linke
to a geographic informaticn system developed to control on-site
spatial analyses of archaeological finds and model data with
innavative visualization teals. The new radiotarbon dates push
back by 2 centuries the accepted IA chronology of Ecom. Data from
Khirbat en-Nahas, and the neamy site of Rujm Hamra Hdan.
demonstrate the centrality of i l'scale metal pr d
during those centuries tracditicnally linked closely to political
events in Edom's 10th century BCE neighbor andent Israel. Con-
sequently, the rise of 1A Edom is linked to the power vacuum
created by the collapse of Late Bronze Age (LB, ca. 1300 BCE)
civilizations and the disintegration of the LB Cyprict copper mo-
nopoly that dominated the eastern Medciterranean. The method-
ologies applied ta the historical 1A archasology of the Levant have
implications for other parts of the world where sacred and histor-
ical texts interface with the material record,

archacometallurgy | sodal evolution | yon Age  Levant | Stan

n 194, the An:. ican archacologist Nebon Gluedk sumenarized
archaeological surveys in Transjordan in his
e of the Jordan (1), & g that he had
discovered King S.uumr. mines in the Faynan district (the
northern pert of biblical Edom), =50 km south of the Dead Sex in
what is now southern Jordan. The period between the First 2nd
Secord World Wirs has been called the = Age™ of biblical
archacology (2) when this sublield was characterized by 2n almost
hteral irterpretation of the Old Testamy brew Bible, HB) as
historical Bct. Archacologists such 2y Gluedk metaphorically car-
in | hand and the Bible in the other, searching the
landscape of the soutbern Levan :
narrative from the Patriurchs to the U
under l)x\ id and Solomon to otker persorages, rL:xy amid evenls
mentioned in the sacred text. Beginning in the 1580 this paradigm
came urder severe sttack, primarily *v\ so-calied beblical minimalist
scholars who argued that 2 the HB was edited in its final form
duning the Sthcentury (¢.) BC (3), any reference in the text to events
carhier than ca. 300 BC were false Accordingly, the events
ascribed to the carly Isra g [
¢. BCE were viewed i concocted by elite Sth ¢ BO
HB who resided in postexilic times in Babyloe and later in Jerusa-
fem. Soene of the casualities of the scholarly delxute between the
u.u!iuar..l bﬂ'l.q.ul uhul..rsh.p and by .d mir:im:lisls hau beenthe

'}

122 “] and du: milil::r) lupuswphic l'.\ the
S s [ (Shishak in the HB) fourcd e Temple of
Thebes and dated to the carly 10th ¢. BCE (5).
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The power and prestige of Solomon 2 represented in the Bible
has been most recently ch..llc.r.g.d on archaeological grourds by 1.
Finkelstein arcd N. Silberman in their book David and Solaman (6)
When British anh.u.uhgl»b rried out thu l’hl controlled excr-
Lh. l9"ts

xl-n I\’mc d‘.c Ttk c. BCE,
rriré ll'z l IB nm.l urchae-

lfn... mhu.l‘ hn. ld«.ruﬁr.d w nh
“riva Geber in south Edom) and maost
nterpeeted 28 belorging o the Tthe,
rected Lo the 1l rd Solomon
okimon 28 an
ynan mines as an
e cliscarded and sssumned
ates wssociated with

important 10tk
to date to the Tth
smelting debris
lru.r\m. 10th &Ux

tuNr-‘ archacokgy rooted in the .spplicalinr of sienc
mu.'hud\ that Ll"..hlLS mh:tru.rw ddlll'.b and lhr. mrl'ul of

IA Levar
..ra‘mwwyu uruur.dl wq*c’d ll‘ u'g,;g\. ancie
such us the Mahkabbarata ard other ancient writings
Sagas of Icckand (10), ard Mayan gihyphs (11).

Archavological Context and Discussion. The woek reported kere
repeesents the large-scale excavations at the 1A copper production
site of Kkirbat en-Nahas (KEN) (12) 2nd & 2 part of & deep-time

study of the impact of miring and metallurgy over the past 8
mi i in Jordan's Faynan district. Faynan is part of an IA polity

krown from the HB as Edom, located in the Saharo-Arsbin desert
zone in southern Trarsjordan, By the Tth-6th ¢ BCE, Edom
extended westwird seross the Wdi Arubak, from Trarsjordan into
the Negev Desert. Edom is characterized by 2 major geomnorpha-
logic units, the highland plateau and the lowlands that boeder Wadi
Arabah, Before our project, most 1A excavations were carried out
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Recent excavations and high-
precision radiocarbon dating from
the largest Iron Age (lA, ca. 1200

500 BCE) copper production

center in the southern Levant

demonstrate major smelting
activities in the region of biblical

Edom (southern Jordan) during
the10th and 9th centuries BCE.
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Structure of the Book:

S il Cruelties toward lIsrael

z.mwam—mmwﬁm Comfort for Israel







