
Title: Let the Lower Lights Be Burning 

By: Joe Wells 
 
In 1871, American hymn writer, Philip Bliss, wrote a song we still sing 
to this day, “Let the Lower Lights Be Burning” (#642). History records 
that Bliss was in Chicago at the time singing in a huge revival that was 
led by Dwight L. Moody. One night in his sermon, Moody used a 
clipping from a newspaper that relayed a true story about a man who 
lived near Cleveland, Ohio, and how he had failed to do his job, 
lighting the lower lights of the lighthouse, because he thought it was 
insignificant and unimportant.  
 
On one of the nights where this man stayed home instead of lighting 
the lights, a great storm came about. The winds were horrific and the 
boats that were out to sea were in desperate need of safety in the 
harbor. If the lower lights had been lite, the sailors could have seen 
the shoreline and navigated safely home; however, with no light, there 
was great loss of both life and vessel.  
 
As Moody relayed his message he said, “The Master will take care of 
the great lighthouse. Let us keep the lower lights burning.” Being 
moved by the lesson, and specifically this news story, Philip Bliss 
returned to his house after the revival was over and immediately 
began writing both the lyrics and the music to this hymn.  
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Brightly beams our Father’s mercy from His 
lighthouse ever  more, but to us He gives the 
keeping of the lights along the shore.  
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UPCOMING SPEAKERS 

TODAY- AM - Joe Wells 

              PM - Joe Wells (afternoon) 

              Youth Series (5:00) - Dale Jenkins 

  

Nov. 27 - AM - Don Williams 

               PM - Mike Davidson 

  

Dec. 4 - AM - Cody Peery 

             PM - Melvin Whitlock 

/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*- 

 
We are in need of everything for the church pantry, 

except Corn, English Peas, and Green Beans. If 

you can help with this, please bring your items and 

place them outside of the pantry door. Also, if you 

would like to give money for items to be 

purchased, it can be given to June Green or Kathy 

Kirby. 

/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*- 

CHILI COOK-OFF 

The winner for this year’s Men’s Chili Cook-off 

was Bill Crunk. Runner-Up was Kevin Clemons. 

Congratulations to these two men and thank you to 

all the guys who made chili and to the ladies who 

brought the fixings, sandwiches, drinks, and 

desserts. 

/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*- 

This week we would like to shine a light on the 

young men who do the scripture reading, prayer 

and song leading before the 5 pm Sunday 

service.  Many older men find it difficult to stand 

before a group and do something in a leadership 

role but these young men (even from a very young 

age) display a talent that shows they take their 

responsibilities very seriously.   They are building 

a good foundation that will serve them and all of 

us well in later years.  We know their parents and 

grandparents as well as their bible school teachers 

are all proud of them.  Let's all make a special 

effort to encourage and thank these young men 

who lead us on Sunday nights, and let them know 

how proud we are of them for serving the Lord in 

this way.    
 

 

 

(continuation from front page) 

Individually as Christians, each of us has 

been given the charge to be lights in a dark 

world (Matthew 5:14-16). Since we are 

children of Light (Ephesians 5:8), our walk is 

to testify to about the One we follow. The 

concept behind the lower lights burning on 

the shore is to help others find their way 

home. You and I, having obeyed the Gospel 

and abiding in the Truth, by the grace of God 

we’ve found our way home. By faith, we 

walk trusting in the promises of God as 

revealed to us through His Word. Others in 

this community and in the world abroad need 

this same opportunity. 

 

We must be the light that shines in the 

darkness, as the storms rage, that brings 

peace and calm. God is the Father of Lights 

(James 1:17) and His Son is the true Light 

(John 1:9); therefore, our goal as individual 

Christians and as a congregation of His 

people, is to shine the light of Jesus as boats 

(i.e. souls) seek for the way home.  

 

The question I ask you today is, will we 

allow ourselves to fall into a state of thinking 

like the man in the newspaper article from 

Cleveland back in Bliss’s day? Will we lose 

perspective and start to think we are 

insignificant as individuals and as a 

congregation? Or… will we stand boldly on 

the shore and shine a light so bright that those 

lost at sea will know where to come for the 

way home? Will you be that light? Will 

Florence Boulevard Church of Christ be that 

light for those in our community and abroad? 

 

Some poor fainting, struggling seaman 

You may rescue, you may save. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
NOVEMBER MISSIONARY OF THE 

MONTH 

Evands Pierre 

C/O Jean-Claubert Belton 

Carrefour Michaud #46 Route Malpasse 

Entrée Double Harvest 

Croix des Bouquets 

Haiti 

/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*- 

 
The church office will be closed Thursday, 

November 24
th
 and Friday, November 25

th
 due to 

the Thanksgiving Holiday. 

/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/ 

 
Florence Blvd Church Family, 

  We want to thank everyone for all 
the beautiful cards and expressions of love and 

concern during the illness and death of our 
beloved sister, Ann Barnett. Your prayers and 

caring meant so much to us. Thanks also for the 

beautiful plant and book you placed in the library, 
in Ann’s memory. 

     In Christian Love, 

     Sue Winn and Mevaline Hinton 
/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*- 

 
Cheri Suns' youngest son, Nick, whom some of 

you are acquainted with, and his wife are 

expecting their first child in the next couple of 

months. If anyone would like to contribute any 

items such as a gift card, diapers, or any other 

baby gift, to encourage Nick and his family, please 

leave them in the library or in Cheri’s mailbox. 

They are registered at Babies R Us and Target. 

 

SHOALS AREA YOUTH SERIES: 
Will be here at Florence Blvd 
TONIGHT! 
JUNIOR YOUTH: You will be going 
Bowling on Tuesday, November 22nd 
from 6:30 pm-7:30 pm. This is for 
your whole family. 
Pew Packers: Every Wednesday 
night at 6:45, down front in the 
auditorium. 
Sign-up sheets are located on the 
Youth Bulletin Board in front of the 
church office.  Please use these 
sheets to sign up for upcoming 
events.   
5TH-12TH Grade: You will be going to 
EXALT on Sunday, November 27th, 
following evening services. 
7th-12th Grade: Please start signing 
up for CYC, on the Youth Board 
ASAP!! 
Scripture of the week: “1. O give 
thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 
2. O give thanks unto the God of 
gods: for his mercy endureth for ever. 
3. O give thanks to the Lord of lords: 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 
4. To him who alone doeth great 
wonders: for his mercy endureth for 
ever. 5. To him that by wisdom made 
the heavens: for his mercy endureth 
for ever.”                       Psalm 136:1-5 
 

 



  

 
Today Sunday, November 27th                                                                          

Greeters 
West Jerry Trousdale/Steve Allen Ray & Pat Carpenter 

East Mike & Gisele Rudder Greg & Melanie Allen 

  Morning Evening Morning Evening 

Scripture Reading Steve Clark Larry Phillips Hal Gist Bruce Rivers 

Prayer 
Opening Mike Rudder Mike Davidson Mark Willingham Bobby Jenkins 

Closing Mike Farris Kevin Clemons Ken Vanhorn Don Williams 

Youth Led Devo (4:55) 
Song Scripture Prayer Song Scripture Prayer 

Wesley 
Warner 

Mason 
Woodfin 

Remington 
Medley 

Jayden 
Woodfin 

Remington 
Medley 

Wesley 
Warner 

Wednesday, Nov. 23
rd

                                                               Closing Prayer:   Steve Ezell 

 

November Van Drivers-November Young Boys to 
Pick Up Cards-November 

  

Elder Contact Sun. AM-George Cooper   Sunday  
Mark Willingham Sun. PM-Kevin Clemons 1-Cody Woodfin     AM Worship 302 

Wash Baptismal 
Garments/Towels-Nov. 

Wed.- Jerry Trousdale 2-Cale Alvey     Bible Class 219 

 3-Mason Woodfin     PM Worship       258 

Donna Stanolevich 
Louise Woodfin 

 4-Trent Woodfin   Wednesday 225 

 5-   Contribution $12,082 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


