
Is Adversity the Answer? 

 

Fifteen years ago today our country was under attack.  Four airplanes were 

used as weapons with three of them hitting their targets in Washington, D.C. 

and New York.  In all, 2,996 people lost their lives that day and over 6,000 

were injured.  It was tragic. 

 

Do you remember where you were when it first happened?  Do you remember 

how unbelievable it was to watch things unfold on the news.  Perhaps you saw 

the second plane as it hit the tower, live on TV.   

 

Our country faced adversity that day.  Despite what people thought of the 

president or congress, we rallied around our country.  Political bickering was 

put aside as we witnessed congress singing, “God Bless America,” hand-in-

hand on the capitol steps.  People turned to God for answers and churches 

were filling up.  Hope filled the air. 

 

Perhaps adversity was what we needed to come back to God.  Or maybe it 

wasn’t.   

 

Fifteen years later our country is farther away from God, with fewer people in 

churches and fewer people professing faith in God.  Adversity is not the 

answer.  It is merely another moment in time in which we choose to be with 

God or without God. 

 

How do you respond to adversity?  When hope is fleeting or the tables have 

been turned, use that time to reassess your standing with God.  The prodigal 

son faced adversity and had a pivotal moment in Luke 15:17, “when he came 

to himself.”  Adversity caused him to see the error of his way and gave him the 

opportunity to turn back to God.   

 

May God grant us, individually, as a church and as a country, the time to 

“come to ourselves,” repent of our wrongs and turn back to God before it is 

too late.  Mike 

 

AM Sermon: Faith in the Time of Adversity, Eccl. 9:11-12 

PM Sermon: Home Improvement God’s Way, 1 Cor. 3:9-11 
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RECOGNITION 

Have you ever noticed how some people always 

appear to be prepared for whatever the task?  One 

of the ones that come to mind is Hal Gist.  

Whenever he makes a comment in class or gives 

the announcements or leads a prayer or does the 

reading, he always sounds like he has put a lot of 

thought and planning into what he is doing.  Last 

Sunday during announcements he brought up a 

good point, most of us arrive at the building to find 

that the songs have been chosen, the teachers are 

ready, the bulletins are printed, someone is at the 

door to greet us and hand us a bulletin, the 

building is clean, the grass is cut, the lights and 

sound are working and on and on it goes.  We 

should all take some time to consider what has to 

take place for us to be able to worship decently 

and in order.  Thanks Hal for your reminder that 

everything doesn’t just happen but someone is 

working behind the scenes to make sure we can 

arrive at the building and be all set to worship.  

And thanks Hal for being the good example you 

are not only when we see you at church but in your 

profession also.  Great job!   

 
 

HAPPY GRANDPARENTS DAY 

Grandparents are special people  

with wisdom and pride. 

They are always offering love and kindness and 

are always there to guide. 

They often make you feel so confident and strong. 

Their arms are always open no 

 matter what you did wrong. 

They try to help out in every way that they can. 

They love all their grandchildren the same whether 

you're a child, woman or man. 

They are always there to listen and to lend a 

helping hand. They show you respect and  

they try to understand. 

They give their love, devotion and so  

Much more, that's easy to see.  

Grandparents, what perfect examples of the kind 

of person that we should be. 

 

     (copied) 

 

 

 

LIBRARY 

The following book, “Women of the Genesis,” by 

Cindy Colley, has been placed in the church 

library, in memory of Jane Harlan, mother of 

Charles Harlan, by the Florence Blvd 

congregation. 

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^* 

Steve and Susan Clark will soon be printing final 

copies of the church directory for those who have 

requested a copy. 

 

They have printed out a proof copy and placed it in 

the foyer for review.  Please go by and confirm 

your family’s contact information is accurate, and 

make any corrections on the blank sheets provided. 

 

The deadline for new photos to be taken is Sunday, 

October 2
nd

. So if you’d like to have a new photo 

taken, please get with them as soon as possible. 

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^* 

 
Without our church family, through this tragedy 

that came upon us, we would not be as strong as 

we are today. Thank you for the cards, food, visits, 
kind words of comfort, and especially your 

prayers. Please continue prating for us and the 

children, as we know there will be more difficult 

days ahead. 

               Donald and June Green 
^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^* 

PANTRY NEEDS 

We are in need of Canned Meat (tuna, salmon, 

chicken, Vienna sausage, etc.). If you can help 

with this, please bring your items and place them 

outside of the pantry door. You can also give 

money to June Green, Kathy Kirby, or Sonya Cox. 

We also need some boxes of Jell-O and instant 

pudding. Any non-perishable food would be 

appreciated. WE DO NOT NEED CORN OR 

GREEN BEANS. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
SEPTEMBER MISSIONARY OF THE 

MONTH 

Wayne Barrier (Burma) 

PO Box 93 

Cloverdale, AL 35633 

<*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*> 

 
PATRIOT DAY 

Today is September 11
th

, also known as Patriot 

Day. Here is a poem to reflect on: 

 

We shall never forget that grave day 

Nor the lives which were taken away 

 

So closely we stood, so much to bear 

September Eleventh stays so clear 

 

Forever changed, our will must endure 

Keeping freedom strong within our shore 

 

The bridge of time holds so much to view 

Some visions hold heartache, all too true 

 

Those faced with great loss, so understand 

The ultimate cost of our free land 

 

God help each one as they meet each day 

Your prayers could send your love their way 

 

Remember the brave who march for all 

Completely committed to meet each call 

 

As each year passes before our eyes 
Our way must sustain, no compromise 

 

Emotions do make us what we are 

September Eleventh – Stays Never Far 

 

                                     Roger Robicheau 

 

 

 

 

7th-12th Grade: You will be going to 
Shoals Area Youth Series TONIGHT 
at Tuscumbia Church of Christ. You 
will be leaving the church building at 
4:45. 
7th-12th Grade: You will be going to 
Dairy Queen on Wednesday, 
September 14th, following services. 
RUSH: For the ones signed up and are 
going to Freed-Hardeman on Saturday, 
September 17th. You will be leaving at 
7:00 am on Saturday and will return at 
1:00 am on Sunday. 

3rd-12th Grade: Please start signing 
up for CYC, on the Youth Board. 
Sign-up sheets are located on the 
Youth Bulletin Board in front of the 
church office.  Please use these 
sheets to sign up for upcoming 
events.  
  
TNT (TIME NEEDED TOGETHER) 
for the Sr. Youth. Bible study will be 
Tuesday, September 20th, from 7:00-
8:00 p.m. in the Lighthouse. 
 
Scripture of the week: “But the day of 
the Lord will come as a thief in the night; 
in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up.” 2 Peter 3:10 
 

 



  

 
Today Sunday, September 18th                                                                    

Greeters 
West Greg & Melanie Allen Butch Durham/Robert Holderfield 

East Ray & Pat Carpenter Larry & Patsy Gooch 

  Morning Evening Morning Evening 

Scripture Reading Bruce Rivers Mark Vanhorn Bob Harrington Junior Thompson 

Prayer 
Opening Don Williams Mason Moseley Mark Willingham Ken Vanhorn 

Closing Howell Sparks Wayne Thompson Cody Peery Greg Robbins 

Youth Led Devo (4:55) 
Song Scripture Prayer Song Scripture Prayer 

Wesley 
Warner 

Cody 
Woodfin 

Remington 
Medley 

Cody 
Woodfin 

Mason 
Woodfin 

Logan 
Woodfin 

Wednesday, Sept. 14
th

                                                         Closing Prayer:   Steve Ezell 

 

September Van Drivers-September Young Boys to 
Pick Up Cards-September 

  

Elder Contact Sun. AM-Skipper Thomas   Sunday  
Todd Chastain Sun. PM-Jim Morrison 1-Evan Davidson     AM Worship 306 

Wash Baptismal 
Garments/Towels-Sept. 

Wed.- Larry Gooch 2-Mason Woodfin     Bible Class 269 

 3-Cale Alvey     PM Worship       244 

Kathy Kirby 
Pamela Woodfin 

 4-Trent Woodfin   Wednesday 242 

 5-Jack Robbins   Contribution $12,525 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


