
More Than Just Reading 

 

Many years ago while traveling on business I boarded a plane and took some 

time to look around.  One woman caught my eye as I noted that she was 

reading a book on dieting while slipping her hand repeatedly into a very large 

bag of M&Ms.   

 

Sometime later that experience made its way into a sermon and bulletin article 

as I talked about how it takes more than just reading a book to accomplish 

something.  Until the words of that book changed the way that woman lived, 

she would never reach her goal of losing weight.   

 

Here’s the application for us today.  We’ve been studying the importance of 

the Bible the last few weeks and we encourage each person to become more 

frequent readers of God’s word.   

 

However, just reading the Bible isn’t the actual goal.  Reading the Bible is and 

should be a necessary part of the Christian’s life.  But if all we do is read, we 

have missed the point.  We need the words of God’s book to change our life 

and help us reach or goals as Christians. 

 

Last week I encouraged you to read Psalm 119 once a day for a week.  I hope 

you did this.  But I also hope that you are learning to desire more of God’s 

word each day. Read it.  Learn it.  Live it.  Let God’s word change your life 

today.   Mike 

 

“I will meditate on Your precepts, and contemplate Your ways.  I will delight 

myself in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word” Psalm 119:15-16.    

 

AM Sermon: “Choose Whom You Will Serve.”  Josh. 24:15 

PM Sermon: “Meditate on These Things.”  1 Tim. 4:15 
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Both of them now live for God and to help 

raise grandchildren.  She loves to sew for the 

grandkids and scrapbook.  Neither of them were 

raised in the church of Christ but were converted 

by friends.  Both of them can name many instances 

where God’s power and providence has directed 

their lives.  They have been on seven mission trips 

together to Peru.   

He has written a book on the timeline and 

beliefs of different religions all the way from 

Adam to the “new age movements”.  They have 

provided the book case and books in the hallway 

covering things like God’s animals and plants and 

creation. He has composed a song.  He serves on 

the Board of Directors for the Lauderdale Christian 

Nursing Home.   

After forty-two years as an industrial 

engineer he “retired” and moved south to be able 

to help with his beloved grandchildren.  

Last week he estimates spending around 

seventy hours working on the World Bible School 

ministry here at Florence Boulevard.  He has 

survived several medical issues that would have 

killed an ordinary man.  Again, he credits the 

power and providence of God for his recovery.  

She has a well- stocked sewing room which keeps 

her very busy, he keeps an extensive library of 

biblical and church books at his home along with 

hundreds and hundreds of questions organized and 

filed by subject along with lessons from WBS 

students all over the world.   He has served as an 

elder at two different congregations.  They along 

with another family in Illinois started a 

congregation in their home, soon they needed 

more space, so they rented a larger facility, then as 

the church grew more, they constructed their own 

building for worship.   

This is only a very condensed version of 

the lifetime of good works done by Jake and Millie 

Van Dyke.  We are so richly blessed to have them 

as members here at Florence Boulevard. 

 

 

This week is our week to deliver Meals on Wheels. 

If you can help with this, please sign the sheet, on 

the table in the foyer. We still need someone on 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. 

.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUMMER SERIES 

August 24
th

- “Which World Do We Choose To 

Live In?” David Sain 

 

August 31
st
- SINGING—ALL classes will meet in 

auditorium. 

.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*.*. 

RECOGNITION 

This week we would like to highlight 

some of the works of two of our members.  They 

to like to “fly under the radar” so the names won’t 

show up until you finish reading.  
 

Here is a partial list of some of the works 

they have accomplished. They have lived in 

several different states but were born in the 

Chicago area so his sports allegiance is to “Da 

Bears” and the Cubs.  Ask him about how he used 

to watch Cubs games.   
 

As a scrappy, scrawny youth he used to 

climb the sides of brick buildings with his bare 

hands, sometimes to catch a pigeon.  Later on, he 

climbed some mountains and canyons.  Softball 

was a favorite sport so he used his speed to make 

up for being small.  
 

They married while he served in the Army 

at Ft. Polk in Louisiana, her father gave her a 

return train ticket to Chicago if she changed her 

mind about getting married, she keeps it stored in 

the attic to this day.    

             (continued in next column) 

 



 

 

 

 
AUGUST MISSIONARY OF THE MONTH 

Fred Asare 

Village of Hope 

PO Box 18169 

Accra, Ghana 

fredasare@gmail.com 

/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/ 

UPCOMING CHURCH EVENT 

We are pleased to welcome Dr. Ralph Gilmore to 

Florence Boulevard on Sunday August 28
th
. He is 

a Bible professor at Freed-Hardeman University 

teaching in both the undergraduate and graduate 

programs. He is also the moderator of the Open 

Forum at the FHU Lectureships each year. He will 

be presenting 3 lessons that day dealing with 

contemporary issues facing the church today. We 

will have a fellowship meal after Bible class and 

an afternoon service at 12:30. There will be a 

combined class in the auditorium for all adults (5th 

grade and up) during the Bible class hour.  There 

will be no evening service at 5:00. Make your 

plans now to be with us for this enjoyable day of 

worship and study and bring a friend with you!" 

/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/* 

THANK YOU 
We just can’t thank you enough for all you’ve done. 

You were there with a helping hand just when we 
needed it most…ready to pitch in and do whatever 

you could. You gave us something very special-

your time-your prayers…and we’ll always 
remember you for it. 

The Florence Boulevard Family never ceases to 
amaze us. The outpouring of love, care, friendship, 

concern, food, prayers, and being available for us 

at all hours is appreciated more than words can 

begin to say. 

We love you all so much for the work you do for 

the Lord and the love you show to each other. 
God has answered many prayers for us and we are 

so grateful for His love. 
We want each of you to know we love you and feel 

God’s love being shown to so many here at times 

when it is so important. 
A special thanks to each of you. 

      Gene & Jewell Gooch 
 

 

 

7th-12th Grade: TODAY is the last day 
to sign up for RUSH Weekend at 
Freed-Hardeman. It will be a day trip. 
You will leave at 7:00 am on Friday, 
September 16th and return at 1:00 
am, Saturday, September 17th. 
3rd-6th Grade: You will be going to the 
Winter Series Kick-Off TONIGHT at 
Heritage Christian University. You will 
be leaving the church building at 4:30. 
3rd-6th Grade: You will be going to 
Sky Zone, on Saturday, August 27th. 
Please go online to fill out the wavier. 
If you need help with this, please see 
Cody. If you do not get one signed, 
you will not be able to jump. Also, you 
need to bring $15.00. Please bring a 
friend. 
Please see Cody to get the latest 
youth newsletter. 
Sign-up sheets are located on the 
Youth Bulletin Board in front of the 
church office.  Please use these 
sheets to sign up for upcoming 
events.   
Scripture of the week: “My son, keep 
thy father’s commandment, and 
forsake not the law of thy mother. Bind 
them continually upon thine heart, and 
tie them about thy neck.” Proverbs 
6:20-21 
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Today Sunday, August 28th                                                                   

Greeters 
West Todd Chastain Family Clanton & Carolyn Poole 

East Matt Warner Family Bruce & Linda Rivers 

  Morning Evening Morning Evening 

Scripture Reading Mike Farris Hal Gist 
Wayne 

Thompson 
Greg Allen 

Prayer 
Opening Ronnie Putnam Justin Beckman Ken Vanhorn Gary Morris 

Closing Chris Clark Steve Fleming Steve Ezell Logan Morris 

Youth Led Devo (4:55) 

Song Scripture Prayer Song Scripture Prayer 

Luke 
Woodfin 

Logan 
Woodfin 

Remington 
Medley 

Jayden 
Woodfin 

Evan 
Davidson 

Logan 
Woodfin 

Wednesday, August 24
th

                                                       Closing Prayer:   Charles Hester 

 

August Van Drivers-August Young Boys to 
Pick Up Cards-August 

  

Elder Contact Sun. AM-Dozie Moseley   Sunday  
Mike Rudder Sun. PM-Jeff Campbell 1-Remington Medley     AM Worship 306 

Wash Baptismal 
Garments/Towels-Aug. 

Wed.-Kenneth Cox 2-Logan Woodfin     Bible Class 246 

 3-Luke Woodfin     PM Worship       243 

Carolyn Smith 
Joy Chastain 

 4-Wesley Warner   Wednesday 208 

 5-Jayden Woodfin   Contribution $11,664 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


