
Friend or Foe? 
By Joe Wells 

 

Name some of the greatest match-ups of all time. 

 

1. Road Runner and Wiley Coyote 

2. Muhammad Ali and Joe Frazier 

3. The Civil War – Northern vs. Southern States 

 

When you read this list, chances are your memories are stirred, bringing up 

childhood favorites, ESPN reruns, and even lectures or documentaries highlighting 

certain battles. Whatever your age, we all know in these match-ups there typically 

was a “good” side and a “bad” side. There was a protagonist and an antagonist. There 

was the side you wanted to see win and the side that was considered the enemy.  

 

Interestingly enough, in some of these match-ups, the line dividing the two sides 

wasn’t always easily discernable. Whether or not you continually rooted for the Road 

Runner might have been dependent upon the level of sympathy you had for Wiley 

Coyote every time he fell off a cliff. Who you sided with in the Ali v. Frazier matches 

might have been dependent upon your desire to see the “under-dog” come out 

victorious. In all, the question of “Friend or Foe?” is raised. 

 
In Galatians 4:16, the apostle Paul wrote, “So have I become your enemy by telling 

you the truth?” His question was very straight forward, and one that was absolutely 

pertinent. As he confronted those trying to marry Judaism and Christianity, Paul 

mixed no words, fully understanding that true freedom is only realized through Jesus 

Christ. (Galatians 5:1) But does a friend tell you what you always want to hear? Does 

the fact Paul spoke out against false teaching make him a foe? 

 

In our lives, we need to remember that true love, at times, demands speaking a tough 

truth. When one is caught up in a habitual sin, a friend tenderly but forcefully calls 

him/her on it for the sake of their soul. That doesn’t make the friend a foe. Rather, by 

the loving stance, the friendship is demonstrated. May we always be ready to both 

help and receive help when the need arises in our spiritual walk. 

 

May God bless you this week as you walk with HIM! 
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TIME FOR A LITTLE SELF-EVALUATION 

What have you done this week for Christ? 

 

1. Have you spoken to even 1 person about their 

soul, the church, or coming to worship services 

with you? 

2. Did you participate in all the services of worship 

this week? 

3. Have you earnestly prayed for the wisdom and 

opportunity to guide someone you know 

personally (perhaps a friend, relative, co-worker) 

to seek salvation? 

4. Have you set a good example for those around 

you? Would people around you every day see you 

as a Christian, or as s hypocrite? 

5. Did you do something good or helpful for 

someone else? Did you: 

*Visit a shut-in? 

* Meet the new neighbor down the block? 

* Fix a meal for someone sick? 

* Check on someone absent from services? 

* Try to meet some of the new faces we have with 

us as fellow brethren? 

* Encourage someone who is depressed, out of 

work, or otherwise needs to know someone cares? 

6. Have you read and studied your Bible? 

7. Have you taught or shown your children at least 

1 important value or lesson from the scriptures? 

8. Have you really loved others and shown it, or 

have you been “wrapped up in yourself?” 

9. Did you praise someone who deserved it? 

10. Did you actively support the programs we have 

in progress (visitation, gospel meeting, 

benevolence, involvement in your age group 

activities, etc.?) Did you give freely both of time 

and money? 

 

You get the point! Each day, each week of our 

lives, can never be re-lived. The choices, 

decisions, and actions we take determine basically 

what our lives amount to. Make your life matter. 

Examine yourself and commit to really do next 

week all those things you intended to do last week, 

last month, etc. 

  

 (copied via Mount Zion Church of Christ bulletin) 

 

SERMON TITLES & SCRIPTURE 

Sunday AM: New Beginnings: “Furthered by 
Focus” (Genesis 6:7-9) 

Sunday PM: Functional Dysfunction: “Your Home 
a Castle” (Psalm 127) 

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^ 

RESPONSES 

We commend Tommy Woodfin for responding to 

the Lord’s invitation this past Sunday, January 8
th

. 

Please keep him in your prayers as he strives to be a 

better Christian. 

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^ 

TEACHERS 

There will be a teacher’s meeting TODAY, at 4:00 

pm, in the Ladies Classroom, for all teachers and 

assistants of Cradle Roll-Primary Classes. 

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^ 

49ER’S GROUP 

You will have a “planning fellowship”, to plan 

activities for this year, TONIGHT following 

evening services, in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone 

is asked to bring soups, sandwiches, drinks, and 

desserts. 

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^ 

SECRET SISTER 

The Secret Sister and Junior Secret Sister Reveal 

Party will be on Tuesday, January 24
th

 at 6:00 pm, 

in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is asked to bring 

finger foods, drinks, desserts and a gift for your 

Secret/Junior Secret Sister. If you have any 

questions, please see Kristie Woodfin. 

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^ 

 
Thank you so much for the beautiful spray that was 
sent for Mom’s funeral. Also a special thanks to the 

ladies that prepared a meal for us before the 

service. We really did appreciate that. Your love and 
kindness shown to mom and Tommy through the 

years, have given them the peace that can only 
come through those that love the Lord. Please pray 

for Tommy and us in the next coming weeks. Thank 

you again. 
              Dot Mussleman’s Family 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
JANUARY MISSIONARY  

OF THE MONTH 

Melvin Whitlock 

C/O Westside Church of Christ 

7603 Old Highway 20 

Leighton, AL 35646 

/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*- 

Contribution Envelopes for 2016 
A contributions statement for the calendar year, for 

income tax purposes, has been placed in your 

church mailbox.  

If you have any questions about your statement, 

please give a hand written note to Jerry and he 

will look into it. 
/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*- 

SMILES FROM THE BIBLE 

Q: What kind of man was Boaz before he married 

Ruth? 

A: Ruthless 

 

Q: Who was the greatest financier in the Bible? 

A: Noah…He was floating his stock while 

everyone else was in liquidation. 

 

Q: Who was the greatest babysitter mentioned in 

the Bible? 

A: David…He rocked Goliath to a very deep sleep. 

 

Q: What kind of motor vehicles are in the Bible? 

A: Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of the Garden 

in a Fury. David’s Triumph was heard throughout 

the land. Also, probably a Honda because the 

apostles were all in one Accord. 

 

Q: Which area of Palestine was especially 

wealthy? 

A: The area around Jordan…The banks were 

always overflowing. 

 

Q: Which servant of God was the most flagrant 

lawbreaker in the Bible? 

A: Moses…He broke all 10 commandments at 

once. 

 

Did you know it’s a sin for a woman to make 

coffee? Yup, it’s in the Bible. It says… “He-brews” 

 

 

There will be a Youth and Family 
Game Night, TONIGHT, following 
evening services, in the Lighthouse. 
Supper will be provided.  
 5th-12th Grade: TNT (Time Needed 
Together) will be on Tuesday, January 
24th from 7:15 pm-8:15 pm, in the 
Lighthouse. 
SENIOR YOUTH: You will be going to 
Escape Room and out to eat on 
Saturday, January 21st. Please go 
sign up, on the youth board, ASAP so 
we can make the reservations. 
Sign-up sheets are located on the 
Youth Bulletin Board in front of the 
church office.  Please use these 
sheets to sign up for upcoming 
events. This is for youth and 
parents! 
Pew Packers: Every Wednesday 
night at 6:45, down front in the 
auditorium. 
Scripture of the week: 14 “Ye are 
the light of the world. A city that is set 
on an hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither do 
men light a candle, and put it under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the 
house. 16 Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven.”  
Matthew 5:14-16 
  
 



  

 
Today Sunday, January 22nd                                                                             

Greeters 
West Gary Morris Family Matt Warner Family 

East Todd Chastain Family Clanton & Carolyn Poole 

  Morning Evening Morning Evening 

Scripture Reading Justin Beckman Barkley Hunter Kevin Clemons Steve Clark 

Prayer 
Opening Jake VanDyke Dale Boren Ken Vanhorn Bob Harrington 

Closing  Scott Hames  Noah Turbyfill 

Youth Led Devo (4:55) 
Song Scripture Prayer Song Scripture Prayer 

Caden 
Turbyfill 

Remington 
Medley 

Logan 
Woodfin 

Remington 
Medley 

Jayden 
Woodfin 

Caden 
Turbyfill 

Wednesday, January 18
th

                                                                  Closing Prayer:   Todd Chastain 

 

January Van Drivers-January Young Boys to 
Pick Up Cards-January 

  

Elder Contact Sun. AM-Mike Rudder   Sunday  
Mike Rudder Sun. PM-Buddy Smith 1-Remington Medley     AM Worship 274 

Wash Baptismal 
Garments/Towels-Jan. 

Wed.-Steve Allen 2-Cale Alvey     Bible Class 228 

Put in Attendance Cards 3-Jayden Woodfin     PM Worship       215 

Rotha Smith 
Sonya Cox 

January 16
th

-Jewell Gooch 4-Luke Woodfin   Wednesday 212 

 5-Mason Woodfin   Contribution $11,417 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


