
Seeing God’s Good in “Bad Times” 

By Joe Wells 

 

Imagine yourself, setting out on a foreign mission trip to spread the Gospel. 

When you arrive in the country of your destination, you rent a car and begin 

driving to your first stop. Along the trip, you all of a sudden see the flashing 

lights of the local police. They pull you over and arrest you for a charge that 

you know is completely made up. What would be going through your mind? 

 

In Philippians 1, we find the apostle Paul in this situation. He has been 

arrested and imprisoned for nothing more than preaching the Gospel. It’s in 

his difficulty; we find great lessons of perspective and priorities that will 

serve all of us very well when we encounter the “bad things” of this world. 

 

 (vs. 12-14) – Paul understood that even though his imprisonment was 

not what he had in mind, that because of it he had a captive audience, 

the whole praetorian guard, to preach the Gospel.  

 

 (vs. 15-18) – Paul also understood that no matter what the 

circumstances, it’s all about Christ. Such is this case here, some men 

preaching Christ with bad motives – trying to hurt Paul.  

 

 (vs. 21-26) – Paul understood that through our difficulties in life, 

others can grow and be blessed for good. The church in Philippi was 

encouraged in the progress of their joy and faith because of how Paul 

approached this situation. 

 

Circumstances don’t always end up the way we would necessarily like for 

them too. When these times occur, never forget that even through our down 

times, we must see the good that God can do. Keep a focus that is centered 

upon God first and others second. When that occurs, there’s not much time 

left to focus on ourselves and our circumstances.  

 

May God bless you this week as you walk with HIM! 
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CHURCH OFFICE 

The church office will be closed TOMORROW, 

for the New Year’s Holiday. 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 

SYMPATHY 

We express our sympathy to the family of Redell 

Sanders. Mrs. Redell passed away on December 

22
nd

 and a graveside service was on December 

27
th
. Mrs. Redell was a member here but had been 

homebound for several years due to her health. 

 

We express our sympathy to the family of Dot 

Mussleman. Mrs. Dot passed away on Wednesday, 

December 28
th
. 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 

PLACED MEMBERSHIP 

Josh and Kristy Barnett have desired to place 

membership here at Florence Blvd. Their 

information: 218 S Kirkman Street, Florence, AL 

35630; Phones: 601-966-3786 and 256-366-5431. 

Please welcome them to the Florence Blvd Family. 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 

RESPONSES 

Jerry Best, husband of Margie Best and brother of 

Kathy Harbin, was restored recently. Please keep 

him and the family in your prayers as he has some 

health issues. 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 

 
The following books have been placed in the 

church library: 

“The New American Commentary on James,” by 

Kurt Richardson, has been placed in the library in 

memory of Mrs. Redell Sanders, by the Florence 

Blvd congregation. 

 

“The New American Commentary on 1 & 2 Peter 

and Jude,” by Thomas Schreiner, has been placed 

in the library in memory of Mrs. Dot Mussleman, 

by the Florence Blvd congregation. 

 

 

SERMON TITLES & SCRIPTURE 

Sun AM: New Beginnings: Structured for Success 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 1: 1-5 

 

Sun PM: Functional Dysfunction: The State of 

Affairs 

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 12: 14-20 

\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\ 

MEETINGS 
Kathy Warner's food team, for Room in the Inn, 

will meet TONIGHT, following services, to plan 

next week's meal. Please meet in the Prime-Timers 

classroom.   

 

Next Sunday January 8
th

, there will be an Elders 

and Deacon's meeting @ 3:30 in the Family Room 

followed by a Men's meeting @ 4:00, in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\ 

 

 
Thank you, to the youth group, for the beautiful 

fruit basket and thank you to everyone who gave 

me a Christmas card. I am truly blessed to be a 

part of such a loving and caring church. 

                   Mary Garrett 

 

To the Youth Group and Good Samaritans, 

   Thank you very much for 

the very pretty fruit basket. How nice it was of all 

of you to think of us older people. Love all of you. 

             Mary Nix 

\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\|\ 

 
Congratulations to Larry and Valerie Brock in the 

birth of a grandson. Roman Marshall was born on 

December 15
th
. He weighed 7 lbs. 3 oz. and 

measured 20 inches long. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
JANUARY MISSIONARY  

OF THE MONTH 

Melvin Whitlock 

C/O Westside Church of Christ 

7603 Old Highway 20 

Leighton, AL 35646 

/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*- 

2016 IN REVIEW 

Baptisms-6 

Births-0 

Deaths-8 

Marriages-1 

Placed Membership-25 

Responses to Invitation-17 

/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*- 

Contribution Envelopes for 2016 
If you would like a receipt for income tax 

purposes, please put your contribution in the white 

contribution envelopes and write your name, date, 

and the amount enclosed. Each contribution 

received is recorded by date and amount. A 

contributions statement for the calendar year will 

be delivered to you in January. If you have any 

questions, please contact Jerry Trousdale.  

If you have any questions about your statement, 

when you receive it, please give a hand written 

note to Jerry and he will look into it. 
/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*-/*- 

 
There will be a potluck welcoming meal in honor 

of Joe & Erin Wells and their children on Sunday, 

January 8
th

, following evening services in the 

Fellowship Hall. Everyone is asked to bring a 

covered dish, drinks, and desserts. 

 

 

 

Lads To Leaders: Art Says It Meeting 
TODAY at 4:00 pm 
Cradle Roll-6th Grade Youth: You 
will be going to Chuck E Cheese, 
TOMORROW night. 5:30 pm-7:30 
pm. 
5th-12th Grade: Shoals Area Youth 
Series, NEXT Sunday, January 8th at 
Wood Ave. 
 
Also, TNT (Time Needed Together) 
will begin again on Tuesday, January 
10th from 7:15 pm-8:15 pm, in the 
Lighthouse. 
Sign-up sheets are located on the 
Youth Bulletin Board in front of the 
church office.  Please use these 
sheets to sign up for upcoming 
events. 
Pew Packers: Every Wednesday 
night at 6:45, down front in the 
auditorium. 
Scripture of the week: 17“Therefore 
if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature; old things are passed away; 
behold all things are become new.  
18 And all things are of God, who 
hath reconciled us to himself by 
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the 
ministry of reconciliation.”  
2 Corinthians 17-18 
 
 



  

 
Today Sunday, January 8th                                                                            

Greeters 
West Mark & Janet Willingham Gene & Jewell Gooch 

East Robert & Eva Coats Don Williams/Jimmy Black 

  Morning Evening Morning Evening 

Scripture Reading     

Prayer 
Opening     

Closing     

Youth Led Devo (4:55) 
Song Scripture Prayer Song Scripture Prayer 

Jayden 
Woodfin 

Mason 
Woodfin 

Wesley 
Warner 

Logan 
Woodfin 

Luke 
Woodfin 

Remington 
Medley 

Wednesday, January 4
th

                                                                  Closing Prayer:    

 

January Van Drivers-January Young Boys to 
Pick Up Cards-January 

  

Elder Contact Sun. AM-Steve Allen   Sunday  
Mike Rudder Sun. PM-Buddy Smith 1-Remington Medley     AM Worship 250 

Wash Baptismal 
Garments/Towels-Jan. 

Wed.- Bobby Jenkins 2-Cale Alvey     Bible Class 178 

Put in Attendance Cards 3-Jayden Woodfin     PM Worship       166 

Rotha Smith 
Sonya Cox 

January 2
nd

-Sonya Cox 4-Luke Woodfin   Wednesday 205 

 5-Mason Woodfin   Contribution $11,371 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


